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presented no traces of inflammation; there was, at a few 
points, a hyaline exudation into the walls of the capillaries. 
The examination of the motor regions of the brain, which 
were about as hard as an olive, demonstrated that the neo¬ 
formation had begun in the neuroglia fibres. 

The fifth brain presented no appreciable lesion to the 
naked eye. Under the microscope, however, in the region 
of the paracentral lobule, the same neuroglia changes were 
observed that were found in the other brains. 

The author reaches the following conclusions: 

1. Certain lesions, described under the name of cerebral 
sclerosis, are due, in many instances, to proliferation of the 
connective-tissue, particularly of the fibres of the neuroglia. 
For these cases the name of neuroglia sclerosis or glioma 
was proposed. 

2. The induration of some portions of the brain, particu¬ 

larly of the cornua Ammonis and the olives, has been 
known for a long time in connection with epilepsy. This 
induration is the external evidence of the internal prolifera¬ 
tion of the neuroglia. When there are no macroscopical lesions, 
the same n-euro-pathological fundamental process can never¬ 
theless be recognized. G. M. H. 


THERAPEUTICS OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. 

HYSTERICAL CHOREA: CRISES CHARACTERIZED BY HYPO¬ 
CHONDRIA, FOLLOWED BY AN IMPERIOUS DESIRE TO 
WALK, TO CRY, AND TO SING ; CURED BY COPPER USED 
EXTERNALLY AND INTERNALLY. 

Dr. Moricourt, at the Societe Medicale (Journ. des Conn. 
Med., April 18, 1889), reports the following case: The 
patient, a woman fifty years of age, had had these nervous 
crises for five years, ever since the death of her child. She 
had been subject for a long time to attacks of migraine, 
accompanied by nausea, which had diminished in frequency 
with the advent of the nervous crises. One of her sisters 
had genuine hysterical attacks. The crises usually came 
on between two and five o’clock in the morning. They 
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generally began with melancholy thoughts and with a de¬ 
sire to cry, frequently with headache, anorexia, nausea, and 
diarrhoea. This was soon followed by trembling in all the 
limbs, then by an imperious desire to walk, to cry, to sing, 
and to embrace people. These crises lasted about five 
hours, and occurred from three times in a mon,th to several 
times in a week. Anaesthesia and analgesia were present 
on the outer surface of both forearms. An armlet, com¬ 
posed of four disks of steel, was applied to each forearm. 
At the end of ten minutes the patient experienced slight 
warmth in the right arm, which soon passed to the left arm, 
oscillated from one arm to the other, and then disappeared. 
The anaesthesia and analgesia were diminished, and the 
muscular strength also to a slight extent. The next day 
two armlets of copper were applied in the same manner. 
The patient experienced sensations of pain and heat much 
more acutely than with the steel; analgesia was diminished, 
while anaesthesia was increased. Zinc, tin, gold, silver, and 
aluminium were successively tried without result. 

Dr. Moricourt therefore prescribed eau d'Orezza and 
external applications of copper.. Under this treatment the 
intervals between the crises became longer, the appetite 
improved, and the menstruation, which had been absent for 
three months, returned. Shortly afterward the patient, 
having neglected the treatment for two days, was seized 
with another crisis, but much less severe than formerly. 
The water was then discontinued, and, in its place, pilules 
of sulphate of copper were given. Each pill contained one 
milligramme of sulphate of copper. The dose was two pills 
four times a day. 

This treatment was continued from the 28th of January 
till the 23d of March. In this time the sensibility became 
normal on both sides, menstruation returned, and the crises 
disappeared. G. M. H. 

TREPHINING FOR CEREBRAL ABSCESS. 

M. Terrillon, at a meeting of the Societe de Chirurgie, 
July 3, 1889, reported the case of a child, thirteen years of 
age, who, following an attack of typhoid fever, presented a 
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phlegmonous swelling over the left temporal region which 
was followed by aphasia and by paralysis of the right side 
of the face and the right arm. An incision into this sub¬ 
periosteal abscess in the temporal fossa was not followed 
by any amelioration of the cerebral symptoms. The next 
day trephining was performed, and a button of bone was 
removed from over the area of the centre for the upper 
extremity, and a lesion was sought for which M. Terrillon 
believed would be found between the bone and the dura; 
but nothing was discovered. 

Suspecting a cerebral abscess, three exploratory punc¬ 
tures were made, instead of an incision, as the operator did 
not believe that the rules laid down for cranio-cerebral 
topography in the adult applied equally as well to the 
child’s brain. On the third puncture an abscess was found, 
which was freely opened. Following the evacuation of the 
contents of the abscess, the paralysis almost completely 
disappeared. Three days after the operation, meningo¬ 
encephalitis developed, and the patient died. 

G. M. H. 

OBSERVATIONS AND THEORIES RELATING TO HYPNOTISM. 

In the Gazette Degli Ospitale are reported several inter¬ 
esting cases in which good results have been obtained by 
means of hypnotism. 

The following case of nervous vomiting is reported by 
Dr. A. Colombi, in the Journal of March 31, 1889. The pa¬ 
tient was a girl of twelve, who for a month had been affected 
with nervous vomiting occurring suddenly after each meal. 
She was irritable and showed a great lack of strength. She 
was hypnotized twice by means of fixing her eyes on a 
clinical thermometer for a few minutes. The vomiting and 
general weakness disappeared after the second treatment, 
and the irritability likewise, the child becoming happy and 
contented. 

Dr. G. Ficano, in the same journal, August 11, 1889, pub¬ 
lishes a case of hysterical cough cured by what he calls 
“ moral ” influence. The patient, a young woman, had 
suffered with a severe cough for several months. Her par- 



